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December 2021    Rev. Gary Lewis Hendrickson 

Law and Gospel 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 There is a story about a pastor, who, after preaching a vivid sermon about sin, death, and damnation, 
was confronted by one of the Elders of the church.  The Elder gently chastised the pastor for being so 
dramatic in his sermon.  The Elder thought that the pastor ought, in future sermons, be a bit less colorful and 
suggested that pastor refer to sin as a little mistake that people make, hell could be referred to by some 
other name so as not to unnecessarily frighten our children.  “Just don’t go into so much detail,” the Elder 
suggested. 
 The pastor listened to the Elder’s suggestions and then invited the Elder into his office.  The pastor 
unlocked one of the cabinets and removed a small container label “Strychnine.”  There was a large red “skull 
and crossbones” printed on the label with bold letters stating POISON.  The pastor held out the container and 
asked, “How would you rather this be labeled?  I suppose that I could label it Pirate Candy under the skull and 
crossbones and hope that no one tried it out to see what it tasted like.  The milder the label, the more deadly 
the poison.” 
 It seems to be part of our fallen human nature to downplay the deadly effects of sin in our lives.  Oh, 
we can readily see and admit that the effects of some of the bigger sins (at least, according to us) like “You 
shall not murder” should not be minimized.  But we tend to soften the seriousness of what we have labeled 
as “little sins.”  We soften these sins by accepting the fact that “everyone is doing it,” or “it’s not hurting 
anyone,” or “no one will notice,” or some other excusing explanation or belief. 
 One of the illustrations I used to share with non-believers, as I was attempting to tell them the Gospel 
story, about the seriousness of sin was concerning the devil himself.  Sometime in the distant past the devil 
opted to disobey God.  That act of disobedience was sin.  Many other angels followed in the devil’s proverbial 
footsteps, and they also became sinners by disobeying God.  These celestial beings wanted their own way 
rather than God’s way.  The result of their disobedience was the creation of a special place for the devil and 
his angels.  It’s a place that we have come to know as hell (Matthew 25:41).  One sin made them want a place 
without God; they deserved an eternity in hell.  And one sin, even one that we might call a little one, is all it 
takes to make us deserve of an eternity in hell. 
 You and I understand that we don’t even have to do that one sin to deserve the divine judgment of an 
eternity in hell.  No, every one of us is born under the curse of Original Sin—which means that we are born as 
condemned sinners.  We don’t even have to commit that first sin to deserve condemnation.  But that reality 
wasn’t needed as I was attempting to explain the seriousness of even a single sin to a non-believer.  The point 
I was making is that sin is a killer—sinners deserve to be sent to hell. 
 The Law of God is frightening—and it should be.  Its intent is to reveal to us the seriousness of sin.  Sin 
has the power to separate us from God forever.  It’s only when we understand the consequences of our 
sinfulness that we clearly and fully realize our need for a Savior.  That’s what the Law is attempting to do—
help us to see our lost condition.  But for us, the Law is not an end in itself.  The Law’s intent is to move us to 
repentance (true sorrow over our sins) and then to God’s solution for our sinfulness—His Son, Jesus Christ, 
the Savior of the world. 
 Jesus, God in human flesh, came to live among us to provide the necessary sacrifice for our 
redemption from the just desserts of our sins.  Jesus lived a perfect life—never disobeying His heavenly 
Father.  This was more than just showing us that it could be done.  Jesus came to be our Redeemer, which 
means that He was willing to endure the separation from God that our sins demanded.  This was the payment 
required by our sins.  On the cross, Jesus suffered and died to make the total payment for our freedom from 
sin, death, and the devil.  His resurrection on the third day proved that the redemption price was satisfactory.  
That’s the Gospel message that saved you and me.  
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WAITING IN HOPEFUL ANTICIPATION…     DCO Peter Keyes 
 
When I was young time seemed to move slowly. We lived out the axiom “hurry up and wait!” 
Every day was filled with adventures, chores around the farm, sometimes school assigned 
homework, fort building in the hay loft, or ruff-housing with my brother Tim and sometimes just 
mind numbing activities like watching TV. And then there was school… where I sat watching the 
fish swim in the aquarium or children from the other grades play outside during their recess or 
my classmates goofing around while the teacher wasn’t looking. The time in school seemed to 
stand still. The time outside of school flew by way too quickly. I couldn’t imagine anyone 
intentionally choosing to go to school, no offense to my teachers or those who teach, I just didn’t 
like be in school. Back then I would have never guessed that I would have attended college 5-8 
years and have earned 4 degrees. 
 
Life is a classroom… sometimes mundane, boring, and uneventful and at other times exciting, 
fast-paced, and packed with activities, but more often than not, it is a combination of both. Often 
we are in a hurry to get somewhere only to have to wait. For example we might race to the 
airport two hours before our flight and sit forever to get on the plane. Or we might see someone 
racing down the road passing everyone in sight only to see them time and time again as we 
approach stop lights and intersections. And then when we get to where we are going, we discover 
they were going to the same place we were and only arrived a minute ahead of us. Was it worth 
the risk to be so impatient on the road… to be in such a hurry… to save a minute of time only to 
waste it in waiting at their point of destination? 
 
Can you relate… are you in a “hurry up to wait” lifestyle… busy, busy, busy, but not really going 
anywhere fast and not really getting anything done? Martha was cooking… Mary was sitting… 
Jesus was talking… are you listening, learning, growing, engaged or too busy to notice? 
 
As we approach Christmas in this season of advent, take time to prepare your heart for the 
second coming of Jesus Christ, put some oil in your lamp of faith and fill up your reserve container 
(aka engage in personal Bible study or devotions). Don’t let Christmas activities consume your 
time and energy without having some built in balance in your life. Hurry up if you must, then wait 
in and on the Lord in those moments of down time. Jesus is coming again very soon, prepare your 
heart and your mind for His return. Merry Christmas!     
 
The Evangelism Committee created a “Comfort Basket” to be auctioned off at the 10th Annual 
Fishing Museum Hall of Fame. The contents of the basket are valued at $120. The auction is a 
silent auction and bids will end at 6pm on Sunday December 5th. Visit the Christmas Tree Lane 
from noon to 7pm daily to view the items being auctioned. 

 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES 
Thank you for your participation in the Samaritans purse gift box program. 
We filled and delivered 18 shoeboxes. 
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QUILTS 
The Quilts in the Fellowship Hall are for sale. 
If you would like to purchase a quilt, please make a check out to 
 Zion Lutheran Church and note “for ZLW” in the memo area. 

 
 

WOMEN’S MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays, December 6 and 13 at 9:00 a.m. 
The Women’s Monday Morning Weekly Bible study will meet on Mondays, December 6 
(Lesson #8) and December 13 (Lesson #9) at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We are studying 
the book of Isaiah, so join us as we learn together.   
 
LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY BIBLE STUDY  
Monday, December 20 at 9:00 a.m.  
The Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly Bible study will meet on Monday, December 20 at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  The study, “Noel” is found on p. 16 of the Winter 2021 LWQ.  Hope you 
can join us! 
 
ZLW MEETING  . . .  No meeting in December 
 
MITE BOXES 
Remember that you can return your filled Mite Boxes to church at any time, and then take 
another Mite Box to fill.  Because of your generous donations to mites, we can share the 
Gospel throughout the world.  Many Mites = Many Missions! 
 
THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
A huge thank you is extended to everyone that helped with, participated in, or attended 
Zion’s Fall Bazaar on November 6.  Such an event takes a lot of effort from a lot of people, but 
it was fun to see all the shoppers enjoying the bake sale and the craft items, as well as looking 
for books and Grandma’s Attic treasures. Besides that, the soup, sandwich, and dessert 
luncheon offered an opportunity to sit and visit with family and friends while eating a 
delicious lunch in the Fellowship Hall.  Thanks for sharing your time, talents, and treasures 
with us!   
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“We are Accountable” 
The need for us to be accountable is well illustrated in the Parable of the Talents found in 
Matthew 25:14-30. Three servants were entrusted with a lot of money before their master went 
on a journey. One servant was given five talents, the second servant was given two, and the third 
was given one. They were given a period of time to put their funds to work. In Matthew 25:19 we 
read, “After a long time the Master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.” 
The servants knew the Master would return from his trip, and they would have to give an account 
of the money given to them. There would be a Day of Judgment, an accounting of their 
responsibilities. Two servants were very faithful and went out and invested their talents wisely, 
and they heard the words we all want to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” For those 
who do well, the accounting is a time for rejoicing. If a man is able to turn his talents from five to 
ten, he is praised for doing good work. 

The parable is truly a picture of life itself. We are born into the world with certain talents and 
abilities which we do not choose. They are gifts from outside us, talents from God. Each of us is 
given a period of time in which to use these talents – our life span. Then at the end, beyond 
death, comes judgment, and accounting to render of our days upon earth. 

As stewards, we understand our need to be responsible in our stewardship because we know that 
we at some time will be held accountable. Our accountability does imply hard work and effort. It 
conveys our responsibilities, not to take our tasks lightly. However, we know that God is always 
with us, and, with His help and strength, we can accomplish much. 

We are accountable to God because He is the creator and owner of all. We become His stewards 
because He has chosen to entrust us with His love, grace, and mercy for which we are to render 
faithful and wise service. As the Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 4:2, “Now it is required that 
those who have been given trust must prove faithful.” Jesus' words, recorded in Luke 12: 48 are, 
“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has 
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 

God, Who loves us and calls us each by name, will enable us to be faithful and accountable 
stewards. 
 

ADVENT PLANS 
On Saturday/Sunday, November 27 /28, the first weekend in Advent, we started a Christmas 
Hymn Sing 10 minutes prior to the worship services, continuing throughout the month of 
December.  We all have favorite Christmas hymns, so come early and choose one you would like 
to sing!  Also, during Advent, the Sunday children’s messages will have a Christmas topic, so all 
children are especially invited to attend!!  Let’s make this Advent season extra special!! 
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DRAFT ZION COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES * Monday, November 8, 2021 
 
Attendance: Barb Jelinski, Vice-President; Amanda Dawson, Education; Bonnie Gentry and Marlyn 
Poppen, Stewardship; Carol Prozinski, President; Ellen Kalahar, Treasurer; George Booth, 
Evangelism; Marilyn Husby, Recording Secretary; Non-voting Participants: Rev. Gary Hendrickson, 
Pastor; Peter Keyes, Director of Christian Outreach (DCO)  
Call to order by Vice-President Barb Jelinski at 6:30pm  

Devotions – Barb J * Proverbs 15:13 * A glad heart is evidence of God’s presence in us * 
Because of God’s presence we have a reason for an eternal smile  
December devotions: Carol P 

Approve Agenda with addition of cleaning of robes for elders/acolytes 
   Motioned by Bonnie G * Carol P 2nd * Motion passed  
Minutes October council meeting * Carol P motioned approval * Ellen K 2nd * Motion passed  
Pastor Hendrickson’s Report –  

 Visits: All homebound visited except for Little Falls Care Center due to Covid outbreak 
 Funeral: Herman C. Johannes on Oct 27, 2021, at Zion  
 Pastor’s Circuit meeting: December 14 at St. John’s, Popple Creek * Jan 4th at Zion  
 Junior Confirmation:  8 class sessions held with 4 students 
 Adult Confirmation:  Oct 26, 2021 – January 25, 2022 * One person attending  
 Worship Readings, Sermon, & Prayer Requests sent regularly via e-mail  

Transfers in: Angie Watnaas on October 13th from Love of Christ Lutheran Church, St. Cloud 
DCO Report – Peter K is retiring December 31 and leaving Zion * Official letter on file 

 He is meeting with boards and transferring duties.   
 His last day of janitorial service is December 15th 

Financial Reports – Ellen Kalahar  
 Offering income: October shortfall of $2165 * YTD we are ahead $858 of budget 
 Cash flow is positive this month as expenses were lower than budget 
 Building fund offerings were total of $6,180 from: offering, Chicks for Bricks, Herman 

Johannes memorial, funds transferred from disbanded Men’s Club, ZLW memorial for 
Herman Johannes, and Thrivent  

Wish List – no report 
Board Reports: 
Elders – Written report read by Carol P   

 No communion Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 Hymn sing begins 10 minutes prior to worship in advent * Members will select hymns 
 Christmas Worship Services will be:  

o December 24th at 6:30pm, December 25th at 9am  
o No Saturday evening Worship on December 25th 
o Regular Sunday Worship on December 26 at 9am 

Trustees – Peter K 
 Work was started on insulation of back hallway  
 New bumper stops will be put on the kneelers  



7 
 

 Outside railing will be spray painted if warms up  
 Ceiling fan near new bathrooms is noisy and will hire someone with a lift to replace it  
 Parking areas plowed if 3-4 inches of snow 
 Concern heard about winter safety and the slanted surface of the handicapped parking 

area near the Fellowship Hall      
Youth / Education – Amanda Dawson  

 Due to youth interest, fundraisers will be held so we can send youth to the National Youth 
Gathering in Houston, TX, July, 2022  

 This Saturday older youth will go to the Escape Room in St. Cloud   
 There will not be a SS Christmas program this year   
 During advent there will be children’s sermons themed around Christmas symbols 

Stewardship – Bonnie G  
 Committee has only 2 members and hope somebody else will join the committee 
 Oct 30/31 distributed apples after worship to celebrate blessings of the harvest    
 Door offering:  

November – Gideons International:  Frank Rebnord will speak  
   December - Building Fund: Carol P will talk about the building fund progress   
                  January - Bible Sticks      
Evangelism – George Booth  

 Christmas basket for Fishing Museum fundraiser is being worked on 
 Thrivent t-shirts given out after Saturday and Sunday worship 11/6 & 11/7 * Still have many 

t-shirts and will plan another give away  
 For an outreach project, we request Council permission to put up a Free Tiny Outdoor Book 

Library along the sidewalk in front of the church and give away Christian related books * 
Picture of structure distributed * After discussion, Marilyn H motioned to have Evangelism 
order and install the Free Outdoor Book Library * Bonnie G 2nd * Motion passed * We will 
work with Trustees  

 Suggest a bench be placed by the Butterfly Garden behind the Fellowship Hall * Carol P has 
a bench to donate and will bring it in to be assembled * Needs wood slats         

 25 Christmas shoe boxes were placed in the narthex 
 Giving tree requests will be available before Thanksgiving * Gifts collected Dec 15th  
 Looking for a volunteer to take pictures and interview members   
 Fall SAIL Exercise class ends November 11th * Next 8-week session begins in March 
 American Heart Association CPR classes scheduled at Zion Nov 18, 5:30-9:pm 
 Blood Drive scheduled and confirmed for April 21, 2022 * Masks are required by all 
 Polka Praise Service dates confirmed with musicians: May 1, 2022 and Sept. 25, 2022 

 
Old Business: 

1. Steeple Update:  Hope to be installed this fall * Steeple stored in Carol P yard    
2. Chicks for Bricks * Next meal Thursday, December 9, starting at 5pm * Dan Holmes 

         confirmed he will play the violin during the meal * Plan to have a Christmas tree      
3. Pastoral Call Update: On Nov16, call committee meets with circuit Pastor Rehwaldt *  
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                       Candidate names have been distributed for congregational comment  
4. Center Shot – no report  
5. Members 360 data base is still being worked on by Carol P and secretary Barb J  

   
 
New Business: 

1. Janitor Position:  Needs to be filled by December 16 * Elders feel members should have 
first opportunity * Member Chris Roe lives nearby, is interested, and was our previous 
janitor * Chris has health issues which first need to be resolved    

2. Website Coordinator/Facebook:  Peter K has been updating these * Peter continues to 
look within the congregation for a webmaster * Amanda D volunteered to do Zion 
Facebook and will look into adding Tic Tok, Instagram, and snap chat * To avoid potential 
undesired commercials, recordings are uploaded on Vimeo for a reasonable fee      

3. 2022 Budget: Boards and committees need to submit budgets in December to be  
 approved at Jan 31 Voters Assembly *  Use last year’s budget and what was actually spent 
as a guide * Forms will be put in the mailbox of each board chair * Thrivent members are 
encouraged to use choice dollars before they expire *  Choice dollars designated to Zion go 
toward the building fund 

4. End of Year Reports:  Boards need to submit year-end reports by the end of December  
Secretary Barb Johnson will gather reports and print the Zion Annual Report    

5. Robe cleaning:  White acolyte and black Elder robes need cleaning * Responsibility 
      delegated to the Elders * Pastor sends his robe for cleaning while on vacation     

Adjourn the meeting:  Motion made by Amanda D * Marlyn P 2nd * Motion passed   
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm followed by the Lord’s Prayer   
 
Draft of minutes reviewed by Vice-President Barb Jelinski  
Draft of council minutes distributed to council members, newsletter, and church website 
Draft of council minutes submitted for final approval at November council meeting 
Marilyn Husby, Recording Secretary   
 
Upcoming meetings and important dates: 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship – Wednesday, November 24 – 6:30 p.m. 
Church Council Meeting – Monday, December 13 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
NEEDED – VOLUNTEER TO MAINTAIN AND UPDATE OUR WEBSITE 
We need a computer savvy individual to maintain, update and post events on Zion’s website. This 
can all be done from home as it fits into your schedule. Please contact Peter Keyes if you have 
specific questions or the church office to volunteer for this important outreach mission. 
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTING MINISTRY 

At an Evangelism Committee meeting a while back, someone brought up the idea that we should 
be highlighting various members of our church.  The thought being that this would not only show 
appreciation for our members, but also that others would get to know them by reading a brief 
writeup about them.  We used to do this for new members.  It is a ministry that needs someone 
to take on. 

With the advent of smart phones, it is easy to get a picture of someone that could be used in our 
Newsletter.  The picture, along with some general information about that person (or a family) 
would be published in our monthly Newsletter.  I would like to see at least one person/family 
highlighted each month.  (However, we are not limited to only one.) 

This could be a great way for you to get to know a little more about our members and for them to 
get to know you better.  Most of our members would greatly enjoy seeing a fellow Zionite 
featured in our Newsletter.  And, to be quite honest, most of us would enjoy being the one 
highlighted. 

I would be glad to help you get started as you ponder the ideas the Lord places in your mind and 
heart for this in-reach ministry.  Information to be included in our next Newsletter is due in the 
church office on the 20th of each month. 

Let me know if this appreciated ministry is something that you would like to take on as you 
personally serve your Lord with your time and talents.  You can contact me with any questions 
you may have at the church office, 320-632-5797, my cell 320-360-9617, or see me after one of 
the worship services. 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
Fellowship Hour following our church service provides a time 
to extend conversations and build relationships with families, 
friends and visitors. This is a valuable time of bonding in our 
church. Volunteers are needed to bring treats (cookies, bars, 
muffins or donuts etc.) if we are to continue this ministry. 
There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board by the office.  If 
you can bring something but are unable to serve, please note 
it on the sheet and we will find someone to serve for you.  If 
you have questions about serving, please contact Vonn Rausch (320) 630-9752 
 
MORRISON COUNTY HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING PROGRAM 
We invite you to participate with us in this effort to bless families in Morrison County. 
 Take a tag from the tree in the Narthex and purchase the gifts requested. Return 
 the gifts (unwrapped) to the base of the tree, BE SURE TO INCLUDE THE TAG IN THE 
 BAG, so the gift can tracked and given to the right child. ALL GIFTS MUST BE  
RETURNED BY DECEMBER 15.  Before, during, and after purchasing your gift; take  
a moment to pray for your recipient and let God do the rest.  .  
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 12/3 Danny & Kandy Saulter 

12/26 Peter & June Brutscher 

12/1 Gerald Knafla 12/12 Dorothy Koch 

12/1 Louise Wakter 12/13 Gary Dickmann 

12/4 Tara Pauly 12/13 Vanessa Ganz 

12/5 Spencer Roe 12/21 Linda Nuehring 

12/6 Susan Vosen 12/22 Sara Brutscher 

12/7 Donald Sorensen 12/22 Judy Larson 

12/8 Elizabeth Dickmann 12/26 Emma Bohnsack 

12/8 Joan DiMatteo 12/28 Ronald Nuehring 
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 See Answer key on page 12 
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WORSHIP SERVANTS 
DECEMBER  ELDER USHERS READER  ORGANIST Acolyte  

4 Co
m

 Greg  
Rausch 

Marie  
Holey 

Jennifer 
Hanson 

Carol 
Prozinski 

 

5 Co
m

 Sheldon 
Prozinski 

Eugene  
Doucette 

Barb 
Jelinski 

Carol 
Prozinski 

Emma 
Bohnsack 

11 Co
m

 Chris 
Roe 

Mike 
Beseman  

Colleen 
Duncan 

Peggy  
Dolney 

 

12 Co
m

 Jerry 
Knafla 

Harvey 
Axel 

Katie 
Schumann 

Peggy  
Dolney 

Abigail 
Dawson 

18 Co
m

 Greg  
Rausch 

Julie  
Dancer 

Colleen 
Duncan 

Carol 
Prozinski 

 

19 Co
m

 Mike 
Gohl 

Marcel 
Bellefeuille 

Amanda 
Dawson 

Carol  
Prozinski 

Jonathan 
Dickmann 

Christmas Eve 
6:30pm 

24 

 Sheldon 
Prozinski 

Ben Messinger 
Peter Shirley 

Sheldon 
Prozinski 

Carol  
Prozinski 

 

Christmas Day 
9:00 am 

25 Co
m

 Jerry 
Knafla 

Alan & Susan 
Prozinski 

Melissa 
Prozinski 

Peggy  
Dolney 

 

26 Co
m

 Craig 
Bohnsack 

Wayne & Bing 
Ganz 

Kayla 
Bohnsack 

Peggy  
Dolney 

Dain 
Pauly 
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